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 } Sparkling wine can be very different stylistically reflecting their place of origin. Prosecco is only made in Italy and is generally light 
and crisp with mild fruit characteristics. Sparkling rosé is made in contact of the skins and has deeper acidity and broader body. True 
Champagne from Champagne, France houses the most expensive, exquisite bubbles in the world.

 } Riesling originated in the Rhine region of Germany and is an aromatic grape variety displaying flowery, almost perfumed, aromas as well 
as high acidity. Riesling can be dry, semi-sweet, sweet and/or sparkling. 

 } Pinot Gris & Pinot Grigio are interchangeable. However, it’s useful to know that Pinot Gris 
implies a fruity ‘French’ style and Pinot Grigio  to suggest a drier ‘Italian’ style.

 } Depending on how ripe the Sauvignon Blanc grapes are when the wine is made, the flavor will range from zesty 
lime to flowery peach. What makes Sauvignon Blanc unique from other white wines are its other herbaceous 
flavors like bell pepper, jalapeño, gooseberry and grass. 

 } The Chardonnay grape is very neutral, with many of the flavors commonly associated with the grape being derived from such 
influences as terroir and oak. It can be lean, crisply and mineral with noticeable acidity and flavors of green plum, apple, and 
pear. Or in warmer locations, the flavors become fat developing a buttery profile. 

 } Rosé happens when the skins of red grapes touch wine for only a short time. Where some red wines ferment for weeks at a time on red grape skins, 
rosé wines are stained red for just a few hours. Rosé  is the red wine lovers’ chosen drink of white. 
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 } Pinot Noir as a catch-all food pairing wine. Pinot Noir is light enough for salmon but complex enough to hold up to some richer 
meat including duck.

 } Let’s clear something up right away: Syrah and Shiraz are the exact same wine. When Syrah (Sih-Rah) arrived in Australia 
from its birthplace in France, Australian winemakers took to calling it Shiraz (Shi–RAZ), instead of the grape’s original 
name, Syrah.

 } Zinfandel is a wine truly made famous by California. The Zinfandel grape creates a big, ripe red wine that comes with some of the 
highest alcohol content of any red wine on the market (between 14 and 17 percent). Zinfandels have come to be known for their 
jammy, fruity characteristics. 

 } Merlot, which in French means The Little Blackbird, is known for being soft, ripe and elegant, most Merlots are easy drinking reds that go 
well both with food as well as on their own. 

Known for its plump dark fruit flavors and smoky finish, Malbec wine offers a great alternative to higher priced Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Syrah.  }

 } In cooler climates, Cabernet tends to produce wines with blackcurrant notes that can be accom-
panied by mint and cedar. In more moderate climates the blackcurrant notes are often seen with 
black cherry and black olives notes while in very hot climates the current flavors can veer towards the 
over-ripe and “jammy” side. 


